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February, 2022 Issue 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
Apostolate News:  
The Estates at Lynnhurst:  
There are still cases of Covid in the facility. 

• One-on-one visits are allowed: 

• 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm: Mar 15/ Apr 19 

• New procedure for visits: upon arrival, ask a 

nurse to administer a Covid test; fill out education 

form; (bring mask) 
 

See page 2 for additional Apostolate News. 
 

 
 

Chuck Roach: 3/12 

Steve Smith: 3/16 

Debbie Watson: 3/20 

Robin Donner: 3/24 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

Inquirer Formation  
Meetings on the 4th Fridays at Steve’s house. 

 

First Friday: March 4th 

St. Patrick’s on the East Side 
1095 Desoto St, St Paul, MN 55130  

(St. Columba’s has Stations of the Cross  

on Friday evenings during Lent) 

 Covid precautions:  

wearing a mask is encouraged; spread out if possible. 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour 

for World Peace at 7:00 pm 

Regular Fraternity Meeting at 8:00 pm: 
Business meeting 

Ongoing Formation: 

Sharing of favorite St. Francis quote:  

Will Moore 
Mass Readings for Sunday, March. 6th 

 Chapter 10 of St Clare Study  

Closing Prayers 
 

If unable to attend in person, you may view the Holy 
Hour and Fraternity Meeting on Zoom, 7:00-9:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2lj
VnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

NOTE for those viewing on Zoom: The connection at the church will 
discontinue when we break into small groups. You may have your own  

group discussion and closing prayers.  
 

 

Council Meeting: 

Sunday, March 13th, 7:00 – 8:30pm via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkV

nNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 
 

The Council animates the Fraternity 

All professed members are welcome to attend 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 

• Our primary food shelf need consists of various 

hygiene items, especially shampoo, laundry 

detergent, and stockings and various winter weather 

attire. 

• Please offer prayers of discernment for our vocation 

visitors Casey and Matthias, and for the success of 

our new monthly vocational discernment evenings. 

• Please continue to pray for Br Antonio’s return. 

• We will count on having our Holy Hours and 

formation at St Patrick's during Lent. 

******************************** 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace  

YouTube channel. Check it out! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w

nUiPr12iZGIJA 
 

******************************** 

Additional Apostolate News:  

Homeless ministry: 

• Cold weather attire needed: socks, hats, gloves, etc. 

• Hygiene items needed: shampoo, shaving cream, 

body wash, and laundry detergents – liquid, or pods. 

• Food shelf items needed: pasta and sauce 

 

******************************** 

The Estates at Lynnhurst: 

• The pen pal ministry continues. Additional pen 

pals have been assigned. 

• BINGO is still on hold. 

• Donations of small items for BINGO prizes are 

greatly appreciated: 
• Deodorant - men’s and women’s 

• Hand lotion, body lotion 

• Disposable razors - men’s and women’s 

• Tooth paste, tooth brushes, dental floss 

• Gloves or mittens 

• Large men’s socks (such as diabetic socks) 

• Word-find puzzle books 

• Note cards 

• (Candy is permissible. M&M’s are a 

favorite!) 

 

******************************** 

Aluminum cans for charity. 

Helen Rush has been collecting aluminum cans for 

years and donates the money to our Fraternity 

causes. Please consider bringing your aluminum 

cans to Helen either at the Fraternity meeting or to 

her home. Thank you, Helen! 
 

******************************** 

National Prayer for Vocations to the Secular 
Franciscan Order 

O good and gracious God, God of mercy, compassion, 
generosity, and love, as we live our lives today in the model of 

St. Francis, choosing daily to live the Gospel life, help us to 
help others hear your call. Help us to help others recognize 
their vocation as a Secular Franciscan that You have already 
planted in their heart. Help us, so that together we all may 

work to bring the Gospel to life. Amen! 
 

Composed by Marian R. Crosby, OFS, 
2010 National Fraternity gathering in Scottsdale, AZ 

Art by Luciano Craparotta 

www.SecularFranciscansUSA.org 
 

 
 

Please Note!!! 

For our meetings during Lent,  

Friday, March 4th and Friday, April 1st   

the location for the 

First Friday Holy Hour  

and Fraternity meeting will be at:  

St. Patrick’s on the East Side 

1095 Desoto St, St Paul, MN 55130 
(St. Columba’s has Stations of the Cross  

on Friday evenings during Lent) 

 

Beginning Friday, May 6th,  
our meeting location will return to St. Columba. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
http://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/
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Franciscan Quote Reflection for the 

2/4/22 Fraternity Meeting by Mary 

Marshall 
“My, Brothers, if only I had a great forest of such 

Junipers.” 
 
This quote of St. Francis first caught my attention because it 
shows a sense of humor in Francis: an appreciation of the 
pun. It also intrigued me as to which qualities of Juniper – one 
of the original followers of Francis – were also present in a 
juniper tree. 
 
Being very uninformed in all matters concerning trees, I 
decided to GOOGLE "juniper ". I discovered that the juniper is 
not one specific tree, but a group – a scientific genus – of 
about 60 to 70 species of evergreen trees or shrubs of the 
cypress family. Evergreen trees – comparatively simple and 
not the most glamorous of trees – are nonetheless a 
steadfast group, reliable through all the seasons. 
 
So what about Br. Juniper? According to The Little Flowers of 
St. Francis, Juniper was a man of unshakeable humility and 
patience so remarkable that no one ever saw him disturbed, 
even when under great pressure. But by his own admission, 
patience did not come naturally to Juniper, especially if he 
were insulted by someone's words or actions. He found it 
difficult to control his tongue, so he resolved to remain silent. 
He would do this one day at a time, offering it up for the love 
of God the Father, then for love of Jesus, then for love of the 
Holy Spirit, then for love of Mary, and for the love of various 
individual saints. But after six months he experienced great 
pain and blood began to spew from his mouth. 
 
Juniper was shocked and horrified, so he hurried to a nearby 
church and stood before the Crucifix. Complaining, he cried 
out: “See, Lord, what I am bearing for love of You!” 
 
And the Crucified Christ moved His arm away from the cross, 
placing His hand over His wounded side, saying: “And I – what 
am I bearing for you?” 
 
At that moment Juniper was transformed into another man. 
He had sought to learn patience and forbearance, but had 
learned a greater lesson in humility. Ever after, he joyfully 
bore any insults or offending actions directed toward him. 
 
Juniper displayed a special empathy for those who were ill. 
When a young Brother named John was gravely ill, and 
suggested that a boiled pig's foot would cure him, Juniper 
sliced the foot off an unfortunate live pig and prepared it for 
John. The pig's owner did not take this lightly – nor did 
Francis. According to The Little Flowers, Francis ordered 
Juniper to throw himself at the farmer's feet, beg forgiveness, 
and promise to make restitution for the pig. 

 
Juniper obeyed the directive of Francis, but he really didn't 
believe that he had done anything wrong. After all, wasn't a 
Brother's health more important than a pig's foot? When 
Juniper explained his motivation to the very angry farmer, the 
latter was impressed by Juniper's simplicity and humility and 
subsequently killed the injured pig, which he then prepared 
and donated to Francis. 
 
On another occasion, Francis became ill, so Juniper captured 
and cooked a black bird for him. Francis thoroughly, enjoyed 
the feast, licking his fingers with delight. But later, Francis 
was 
overcome with guilt and felt the need to do penance for over 
indulgence. 
   
Like all Franciscans, Juniper had a special affection for the 
poor – sometimes to a fault. One Christmas season, when he 
was near the main altar of the church in Assisi, a poor woman 
begged him for alms. Some silver ringlets decorated the front 
of the altar. Juniper removed them and gave them to the 
woman – this in spite of the fact that he had been assigned to 
guard the altar against theft. 
 
When Juniper encountered someone who was poorly or 
scantily clad, he was known to give away his habit or some 
piece of it (such as a sleeve). Sometimes he  
would "donate" clothing or other possessions of the other 
Brothers, if they were not there 
 to prevent it. 
 
Once when Br. Juniper was praying, a hand appeared to him 
in the air and a voice said: “Brother Juniper, without this hand 
you can do nothing." Juniper replied in a loud voice: “Indeed 
that is true, Lord! Indeed that is true!” 
  
Like the reliable tree, Brother Juniper was faithful – a faithful 
follower of Francis and his way of 
Life. He learned to live simply and humbly, with tolerance and 
patience, He comforted the sick and empathized with the 
poor, giving alms and clothing to the naked. He recognized his 
sinfulness and his need for ongoing conversion, with the help 
of God. 
 
Francis established a way of life not only for his First Order 
friars and Clare and her Poor Ladies, but also for our secular 
predecessors. If our Father Francis were to visit our fraternity 
today, WOULD HE FIND A FOREST OF JUNIPERS? 
 

 

 
 

********************** 
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February Prayer requests:  
(Thanking God ahead of time) 

 

• That the Lord will call men and women to embrace the 

consecrated life and especially that men will respond to 

the call to embrace the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• For vocation visitors Casey and Matthias, and for success 

of the new monthly vocational discernment evenings.  

• For peace and wisdom for Br Antonio in the Philippines 

as he seeks another interview with the US consulate.  

• For blessings on all of the FBP apostolates and the people 

they serve.  
 

• For protection for all those whose lives and welfare are 

threatened by war and violence. 

• For a cessation of violence in Myanmar; for protection of 

all refugees, especially those of the Ee Tu Ta refugee 

camp and the mission school that the Brothers sponsor; 

for reconciliation and a stable, peaceful governing body 

• For protection of all those fighting and fleeing for their 

lives as a result of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

• For the needs of the people in Central and South America.  

• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 

• For the healings of divisions and polarization among us. 

• For the protection of the unborn and all those who are 

vulnerable and marginalized. 

• For the Lord’s loving protection and provision for all the 

poor and the homeless, especially during harsh weather. 

• For an end to the Covid pandemic and for the repose of 

the souls of all who have died. 

• For protection and provision for all those suffering from 

natural disasters. 

• That government officials will serve with fairness and 

justice; for peace in our communities; for an end to all 

violence through the conversion of hearts. 

• In thanksgiving for the sacrifices of veterans. 
 

• That the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the Council in 

animating the fraternity. 

• For all those who are sick in our fraternity and for graces 

to face all difficulties. 

• For the needs of all those unable to attend our February 

meeting: Mike Bartel, Jeremiah Blume, Mark Hafner, 

Nini Milbrath, Eileen Moore, Chuck Roach, Scott 

Rooney, Mike Ross, Helen Rush, Marlen Skavnak, and 

Marty Spicer. 

• For blessings upon our Inquirers, Chuck Heidtke and 

Mark Hafner, as well as all those discerning a vocation in 

the Secular Franciscan Order. 

• For Marlene as she is scheduled for an MRI and a hip 

injection. That the Lord will bring healing to her right leg, 

hip and back so that she can walk with no pain. 

• Continued prayers for Marty Madansky, who plans to 

save up money to travel to Honduras to visit friends there. 

May the Lord direct him and provide all that he needs.  

• For provision for Chuck and Jane Roach in Alabama. 

• In thanksgiving for the Lord’s provision when Helen fell 

and broke her hip. For strength and healing, as she 

recovers from surgery.  

• For blessings upon Mary Marshall’s retirement. 

• For guidance and wisdom for Debbie’s medical team as 

they discern when to schedule surgery for her. That the 

Lord will use her for His glory and fill her with peace.  

• For continued guidance and provision for John Rosensteel 

in Tennessee.  
 

• Continued prayers for a healthy and uncomplicated 

pregnancy for Janie’s daughter-in-law, Sheena.  

• Continued healing for Janie’s great-niece, Rhiannon. 

• In thanksgiving that the cause of Jeannie’s sister, Lynn’s 

heart problem has been figured out. 

• Continued prayers for Jeannie’s elderly friend, Zelda, 

who suffers from head injuries and dementia. May she 

open her heart to God’s love and come to a place of peace 

in her soul before she dies. 

• For Jeannie’s friend, Lynn, as she grieves the loss of her 

husband to Covid in October. 

• For all seniors who are alone in the world. 

• For continued sobriety Will’s nephew, Luke, and for 

success in his new job. 

• For protection and emotional healing for Marty S’s son.  

• For the repose of the soul of Terry Boehlke (Brenda’s 

son’s girlfriend’s father) and for his grieving family. 

• For the repose of the soul of Brenda’s cousin Kathleen 

Brockway, who recently died, and for her grieving family. 

• In thanksgiving that Brenda’s brother Brad is doing well 

and was able to go to Arizona for vacation.  

• For healing for Brenda’s other family members: nephew-

Christopher, niece-Mary, and niece-Jamie. 

• In praise and thanksgiving that Chuck Roach’s brother-in-

law, Mark, is finally recovering from Covid.  

• Continued prayers for healing for Steve’s daughter, 

McKenzie, who has been back in the hospital for the last 

month. In thanksgiving that the Parkinson’s Foundation is 

holding her job for her.  

• For the spiritual growth and conversion of all the doctors 

on Debbie’s medical team. 

• For Debbie’s family and for healing of relationships. May 

she be able to minister to them. 

• In thanksgiving for some snow and rain in Santa Fe, NM 

for Debbie’s sister Kathleen. 

• For the needs of Clare Lewer’s friend, Maria Silva, living 

in poverty in Tijuana. 

• For protection, healing and recovery for the residents and 

staff of the Estates at Lynnhurst nursing home where 

there has been a Covid outbreak. For the repose of the 

souls of residents who have died. 

• That the Lord will provide for the physical and spiritual 

needs of patients at the VA Hospital, where Br John Mary 

volunteers. May all who are dying be drawn into the 

Lord’s heavenly embrace. 

• For healing for families dealing with mental health issues, 

addiction issues and broken relationships. 

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our friends and 

family members who have left the Church. That they will 

come to know His love for them. 

• That our children will find faithful spouses. 

• For all our friends and family members for whom we 

have promised to pray. 

• For all the intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts. 
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ONGOING FORMATION: 
 

Study Questions for the 3/4/2022 

OFS Franciscan Fraternity Meeting 
 

ST. CLARE OF ASSISI – Light From the Cloister, 

Chp. 10: JUST ONE PRIVILEGE 
 

 
In Chapter 9, Clare knew she could not live the 
spiritual life the Franciscan Way alone.  She had 
lived in community all her life with her family and 
extended family, Francis had his community of 
Brothers Minor, and Christ had His community 
of the 12 apostles.  She needed to have a 
community of sisters, like Francis and his 
brothers.  At Sant’ Angelo, Clare was immersed 
in a religious community that was simpler, less 
structured, and with common woman living 
together in prayer, service, and work.  There she 
started finding some peace.  Clare’s younger 
sister Catherine came to join her.  As with Clare, 
her family was furious, and seized Catherine 
with extreme force and physical violence to take 
her back.  Clare prayed for God’s intervention to 
stop them, and was given her first miracle.  
Catherine’s body became so heavy it became 
impossible for them to lift her to carry her away.  
Because of her suffering, Francis gives 
Catherine the new name of Agnes, after the 
virgin martyr who suffered for her love of Christ.  
She now bore the name of the lamb of Christ 
and was the first women to join Clare in her 
Franciscan Way.  Clare was still not at total 
peace.  She found the community at Sant’ 
Angelo still too institutionalized and not poor 
enough.  So, Francis decides to move Clare 
again (age18), to the small rustic church of San 
Damiano, a place of great stillness. 
 
In Chapter 10, Francis brings Clare to her final 
destination, the small, simple Church of San 
Damiano, located in a valley outside the walls of 
Assisi.  There she felt holiness envelope her in 
love, and security in the stillness and silence of 
the place. It was the ideal place for her to fully 
and radically embrace poverty - the charism, 
privilege, and heart of her new life.  She was 
physically and spiritually home and at peace. 
Here she could follow in the footsteps of the 

lesser Christ – the first and truest minor. She 
would live with the social outcasts of Assisi.  
Here Clare develops a new way of Cloistered 
Life that is open – not closed, but enclosed, 
letting the spiritual light of Christ shine out to the 
people and world around her. 
 
1.   Why did Clare like the location, and feel at 
great peace at San Damiano?  Pg. 117-118.   
      Has your Franciscan Journey ever brought 
you such peace?  When & Where? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What were the spaces and rooms that San 
Damiano offered Clare?  Pg.  119-120. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.     Clare changes the rules and develops a 
new way of Cloistered life at San Diamiano that 
is open – not closed, but enclosed.  What does 
this mean and how did she do it?  Pg.121-123. 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   What doubts did Clare struggle with in her 
new life at San Damaino?  Pg. 124. 
       What doubts did you struggle with in your 
Franciscan Journey? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  What was Clare’s dream about, and what did 
it prophecy?  Pg. 124-127.         
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ONGOING FORMATION (continued) 
 

for the 3/4/2022 

OFS Franciscan Fraternity Meeting  
 

First Sunday of Lent 

March 6th, 2022 

Reading I:  Dt 26:4-10 

Moses spoke to the people, saying: “The priest shall 

receive the basket from you and shall set it in front of the 

altar of the LORD, your God. Then you shall declare 

before the Lord, your God, ‘My father was a wandering 

Aramean who went down to Egypt with a small 

household and lived there as an alien. But there he 

became a nation great, strong, and numerous. When the 

Egyptians maltreated and oppressed us, imposing hard 

labor upon us, we cried to the LORD, the God of our 

fathers, and he heard our cry and saw our affliction, our 

toil, and our oppression. He brought us out of Egypt with 

his strong hand and outstretched arm, with terrifying 

power, with signs and wonders; and bringing us into this 

country, he gave us this land flowing with milk and 

honey. Therefore, I have now brought you the first fruits 

of the products of the soil which you, O LORD, have 

given me.’ And having set them before the LORD, your 

God, you shall bow down in his presence.” 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

Gospel:  Lk 4:1-13 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the 

Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty 

days, to be tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 

those days, and when they were over he was hungry. The 

devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command 

this stone to become bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is 

written,  

One does not live on bread alone.”  

Then he took him up and showed him all the kingdoms 

of the world in a single instant. The devil said to him, “I 

shall give to you all this power and glory; for it has been 

handed over to me, and I may give it to whomever I 

wish. All this will be yours, if you worship me.” Jesus 

said to him in reply, “It is written  

You shall worship the Lord, your God, and him 

alone shall you serve.”  

Then he led him to Jerusalem, made him stand on the 

parapet of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the 

Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is 

written:  

He will command his angels concerning you, to 

guard you, and: With their hands they will support 

you, lest you dash your foot against a stone.”  

Jesus said to him in reply, “It also says,  

You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the test.”  

When the devil had finished every temptation, he 

departed from him for a time. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord  
 

 
 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing: 

Gaze on Him: 

• Look on the words 

• Read and listen to the Scripture with an open mind 

• Let the words sink into you 

Consider Him: 

• Ponder the words 

• Think about what is being revealed in your heart and 

mind and soul 

Contemplate Him: 

• Weigh the words 

• Decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to the 

words and ponder that article 

Imitate Him: 

• Outpour the words; 

• Take all of this into the world with a concrete action 

which today you state aloud 

 

Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 

1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 

2. What is the connection between the Gospel and the 

first reading? 

3. What word or phrase stands out? 

4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 

5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 

Rule? 

6. What can be my action response as an individual? 

7. What can be our action response as a Fraternity?

 


